Lori Stella, LCSW-R
10 Children’s Way 
Poughkeepsie, NY 12601
lstella@childrenshome.us 
(845) 452-1420 ext: 188
(845) 416-1895


Qualifications
· Licensed Clinical Social Worker with “R” privilege, with experience providing clinical services to individuals and families.  Experience additionally includes program development and management.  
· Certified School Social Worker 

Education
Barry University, Miami Shores, Florida 						2006-2007
Obtained MSW through Advanced Standing Program
GPA 3.7, NIH Research Certified, attended workshops pertaining to domestic violence, poverty,    spirituality and aging, and psychodrama.

Marist College, Poughkeepsie, New York						2002-2006
Obtained BSW and minor in Sociology
GPA 3.8, Magna Cum Laude, Dean’s List, Who’s Who of American College Students Candidate


Experience

The Children’s Home of Poughkeepsie						Poughkeepsie, NY
Program Director								July 2016-Present 
· Provides direct oversight to the Clinical, Medical, Educational, and Child Care staff of the agency’s Safe Harbour Program.
· Continues to develop current program and sits on work groups to plan for future agency program development.
· The Safe Harbour Program is only the second program in New York State to provide specialized services to youth survivors of human trafficking within the child welfare system.
· Provides trainings to surrounding counties and agencies regarding human trafficking and the Safe Harbour Program.  
· Provides trainings nationally and internationally regarding trauma sensitive courtrooms and the use of facility dogs
· Provides technical assistance to other agencies/groups looking to develop similar program models.
· Reviews referrals and completes intake interviews.
· Completes safety assessments, psychosocial and intake assessments, crisis intervention, and comprehensive trafficking assessments.
· Manages internal reviews, completes reports required by the New York State Office of Children and Family Services and Justice Center
· Engages with law enforcement on an as needed basis regarding potential criminal investigations.
· Sits on a variety of regional human trafficking task forces in order to address trafficking within the community with local service providers and law enforcement.


Clinical Social Worker								 May 2008 – July 2016
· Provide individual and group clinical services to children and adolescents residing in the RTC, Group Home, and Supervised Independent Living Programs in order to process traumas such as physical, sexual and emotional abuse, commercial exploitation and trafficking, neglect, mental illness, addiction, eating disorders, and domestic violence 
· Crisis intervention and safety planning including assessment for suicide and self-harming behaviors
· Monitor client educational services and attend CSE meetings to advocate for educational needs.
· Provide advocacy and case management services for clients in order to promote and enhance educational goals and needs, permanency, and independent living skills.
· Psychoeducation to agency staff and community regarding various topics
· Completion of Progress Notes, Permanency Hearing Reports, and Treatment Plans to monitor individual and family progress and needs
· Collaboration with community resources in order to network client needs
· Lead treatment teams to assess clinical progress within the program, school, and community in order to identify needs for clients and families  
· Supervise BSW and MSW level interns from various colleges and universities
· Testify in Family and Criminal Court proceedings to provide the Court with client/family progress and needs 
·  In 2011, played a pivotal role in advocating for a child victim to be accompanied to court by a service dog by providing expert testimony to the Dutchess County Criminal Court, which made NYS history
· Continuing efforts to advocate for vulnerable witnesses within the court system through public speaking engagements and engaging with policy makers


Astor Poughkeepsie Counseling Center						Poughkeepsie, NY
Consultant									May 2012-May 2014
· Provide outpatient individual and family therapy to children, adolescents, and young adults
· Diagnosis and development of treatment plans to assist clients and their families with meeting therapeutic goals
· Crisis intervention including suicide and safety assessment
										
Foundations for Home and Community						Washington, DC
Therapeutic Social Worker							August 2007-May 2008
· Manage 10-12 therapeutic foster care cases, working closely with inner city populations including victims of severe physical and sexual abuse, mental illness, substance abuse, domestic violence, and neglect  
· Provide clinical services to foster care youth and their foster families
· Assist foster parents in addressing child’s educational, emotional, and social needs
· Lead treatment teams to assess clinical progress and emotional, social, educational, developmental, psychiatric, legal and vocational needs  
· Testify in Family and Criminal Court to provide clinical progress, advocacy, and report critical information regarding clients and families 
· Promote permanency through family preservation, adoption, and preparing young adults for independent living
· Complete case documentation including Court Reports, Progress Notes, Individual Case Plans, Family Case Plans, and Monthly Reports


Publications

Co-authored book chapter:  Animal Assisted Trauma-Informed Play Therapy and Facility Dogs in the Courtroom 
Co-authored article for Journal of Humanistic Psychology: Developmentally and Trauma Sensitive Courtrooms

Committees 

· Board of Directors for the Coalition Against Sexual and Domestic Abuse (CASADA) 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Executive Officer 2016-2017
· Nominating Committee Chairperson 2017-Present

· Dutchess County Task Force Against Youth Trafficking
· Steering committee member 

· Ulster County Safe Harbour Task Force
· Critical Team Member
· Orange County Safe Harbour Task Force
· Subcommittee member for law enforcement

· Marist College Social Work Advisory Board





























