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PRIORITIES FOR FUTURE FUNDING

For the first time in the Council’s seven annual school finance surveys, a new option leads in what
superintendents statewide identify as their top priority should additional funding become available.
Increasing mental health, social work, counseling or similar services supplanted extra academic help
for struggling students as the most widely selected priority.

The survey asked, “What would be your top three priorities for funding if your district were to receive
an increase in revenue beyond what would be needed to comply with mandates and maintain current
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services, or realize a reduction in costs with similar impact (for example, a reduction in pension
costs)?”

‘The surge in the percentage of superintendents selecting student mental health-related services as a
priority s dramatic. This year, 52 percent of superintendents chose mental health and related services
as onc of their leading finding prioritics, up from 35 percent in 2016 and from 22 percent in 2013.

Prorty Option (Alloptions Usted sppearedin 2012 2012 203 aow 2o 206 20
the top 10 in at least 1 of the 7 survey years) Rank / Percentage of respondents citing as a top 3 priority

Incresee menta Al Couneel, socal o [ NL s abok 2l 2% s
Increase extra academic help for struggling 1/64% 1/66% 1/53% 1/47% 1/51% 1/48%  2/35%
students

Tncrene enchment/advanced dasses % ahh e shn g g
Expand o nte preindergaren [T [ L o/mseoliyh 6jae% 4l
Reduce property tax levy 2/57% 2/38% 2/30% 6/19% 5/19% 4/23% _ 5/18%
Tncrease fundig ofrseries aagth sl th gheh 6% sk 6k
Improve facilities NL NL 9/12% 12/9% 12/11% 7/16% _ 7/13%
Tncrease career and fechnical education NL NL 13/8% 8/15% 7/16% o/%  8f15%
cpportuniis

Expand prfessionaldeveapment Savh  oen o aavh  almh  Sigh ok
Extend the school day_ NL NL NL 15/6% 10/10% 12/10% _ 10/9%
Reduce class sizes. 3/30% 4/26% 5/20% 5/18% 8/15% 11/10% _11/10%
Strengthen administration 11/9% 8/17% 12/9% 11/9% 11/13% 15/11%  12/8%
Tncrase ofhersudentsupport serces Tt glath i wl6% 16/0% oz isir
Purchase technology 8/12% 9/16% 6/26% 10/12% 15/8% 14/7% _ 18/6%
Improve maintenance 10/10% 10/8% 16/4% 18/5% 20/2% 20/7% _23/4%
Purchase instruction-related materials 9/10% 11/7% 10/12% 20/5% 19/3% 19/4%  24/2%

N.L. - notsted as an option inthatyear
Rankis based on weighted score result (3 for 1, 2 for and, 1 or 3rd)

‘The priority given by superintendents to increasing mental health services is consistent with other
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