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“PROBLEMS”

‘This year, the Council asked superintendents to indicate to what extent each item in a collection of
circumstances are problems for their districts. The list was not intended as an exhaustive compilation
of every problem which might befall a school system. Rather, one continuing use of this question will
beto explore correlations between financial conditions and other problems.

Most widely cited as  significant problem was “Capacity to help to students in meeting non-academic
needs including, for example, health and mental health issues,” cited by 45 percent of
superintendents. Next was, “Finding an adequate number of qualified teachers,” identified by 34
percent of superintendents. Thirty-two percent of superintendents reported that “Controversies over
state policies causing a negative impact on schools” is a significant problem.

No other problem was characterized as “significant” by more than 20 percent of superintendents. But
only 15 percent of superintendents reported that, “Substance abuse (including opioid abuse) by
students or family members of students” s “not a problem at all” in their districts. Only two other
areas were les frequently cited as problems.
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