ACTION ALERT

Contact your members of Congress on THURSDAY, Aug. 31!

National Day of Action for Title IV-A Grant Program

Background:  SSWAA is joining with other members of the ESSA-Title IV Coalition – 60+ national organizations – for a National Day of Action.  We are advocating for full funding of the Title IV-A Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE) grant program (Title IV, Every Student Succeeds Act, ESSA).  This block grant will allow schools and districts to support well-rounded education programs, safe and healthy schools – including school mental health services, and effective use of technology.

In its first year of funding (2017- 2018 school year), Congress only allocated 25% of the authorized amount for Title IV, severely limiting the ability of districts and states to support the full array of programs. We need to let Congress know that an investment in Title IV-A is an investment in our nation's schools and students, preparing them for higher education, training, and employment!
What YOU Can Do to Help:  On Thursday, August 31, we're asking that you join with fellow educators and advocates across the country to do ONE OR ALL of the following:

1.
Send a Letter to Your Senators:  Email the letter below to your Senators.


a)
Find your two Senators by going to www.senate.gov. See "Find your senators" on the home page! 
b)
Go to your Senators' websites (you'll see the links when you click on "Find your senators," or just Google their websites!):


c)
Here's the letter to copy and email:

Subject:  Request to Fully Fund Title IV-A of ESSA in Fiscal Year 2018

As a school social worker and your constituent, I know firsthand the importance of providing a safe and healthy school environment and a well-rounded education for my students.  I am writing to ask your support to fully fund the Student Support and Academic Enrichment (SSAE) grant program under Title IV, Part A of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  The grant will help school districts ensure students have a safe and healthy learning environment, access to mental health services and physical health and education programs, and engaging learning opportunities like STEM, art and music, and other enrichment crucial to their well-being and school success.

I strongly urge Congress to fully fund the SSAE program in FY 2018, as the FY 2017 allocation of only $400 million is wholly inadequate to provide flexibility at the local level and to provide the programming Congress intended.  Funding SSAE at less than 25% of the authorized level in its first year has already presented serious implementation issues, including the need to allow states to allocate funds to districts competitively, contrary to the statutory language in ESSA.  Altering the structure of the program in this way also negates congressional intent to increase access to SSAE programs for all students and will result, most likely, in continuing to benefit those districts with the expertise to write competitive grants.

As your constituent, I am asking you to support full funding for the Title IV-A SSAE grant program in FY 2018, giving this program a chance to enhance learning for students in the way Congress intended.  Thank you.
2.
Tweet Your Senators: 

a)
Sign up for the Thunderclap:  https://www.thunderclap.it/projects/60926-moretitleiv
b)
If you want to add your own Tweets throughout the day on Thursday, Aug. 31, here are some sample tweets:

· Mental health services, access to STEM, arts & music, PE and edtech programs are at risk w/o fully funding Title IV, A grants. #MoreTitleIV.@[Senator] #ESSA

· .@[Senator] #MoreTitleIV funds mean greater flexibility and more meaningful investments for local school districts! #ESSA

· #MoreTitleIV funding provides Ss the ability to give students a more complete, well rounded education.@[Senator] #ESSA

· All Ss benefit from Title IVA funds, w/o them districts are forced to choose between critical programs. #MoreTitleIV.@[Senator] #ESSA

3.
Call ALL Your Congressional Offices:  NOTE: You can find your Representative by going to www.house.gov!  ALSO NOTE:  Do NOT use your school phone; cell phones only!
A)
Your Representatives' and Senators' numbers are on their websites, or dial 202-224-3121 to be connected to their offices through the Capitol switchboard.  Once you are connected to the office, ask to speak to the staff person who handles education issues...or just leave the following message (or something like it!) with the receptionist: 
"I am _(your name)_, a school social worker and your constituent from (town/city).  I'm calling today to urge Senator/Representative (insert name) to support full funding of the Student Support and Academic Enrichment grant program under Title IV, Part A of the Every Student Succeeds Act. Congress authorized the program at $1.6 billion.  Among the important programs Title IV will fund are school mental health services.  Also funds can be used for well-rounded education programs, physical health and education, the arts, and educational technology.  The current funding level is wholly inadequate to support these critical services. Research shows that investing in these kinds of programs will help students to graduate from high school ready for job training, higher education, or employment.  Underfunding this program will seriously undermine my ability to serve and support my students and their families.  I would appreciate your support for full funding of ESSA, Title IV-A!  Thank you very much!"

B)
NOTE:  If you only get to talk to the receptionist, just make sure you ask they support full funding of the Title IV-A grant program under the Every Student Succeeds Act!
....and Thanks to each of you for advocating for school social work and mental health services for all!
